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of the opposition from the Pratinidhi, Peshwa Baji Rao
obtained permission from Sahu to organize a surprise attack
on Nizamul-Mulk's territory. He was given fuH powers to
conduct the operations. In August 1727,, Baji Rao led his
army towards Aurangabad district and plundered Jalna, lay-
ing waste the country wherever he passed. When apprised of
this, Nizamul-Mulk directed 'Izdu'd-Daulah 'Iwaz Khan to
take immediate action and chastise the enemy.1 slwaz Khan
tried to manoeuvre for a pitched battle but Bajl Rao did not
stay for long at one place. He merely overran the country.
elwaz Khan sent flying columns to chase the enemy who
retired to Mahur and thence towards Khandesh. Nizamul-
Mulk, in order to save Burhanpur from falling into the hands
of Bajl Rao, anticipating his movements, outmarched him.
Being thus pursued by two armies, Baji Rao marched in
the direction of Gujerat. With grim irony, he is reported to
have informed Sarbuland Khan, Governor of Gujerat, that
he was invading the province at the instigation of Nizamul-
Mulk who desired him to undertake expeditions in the Impe-
rial territories.2 It was this kind of insidious propaganda
which the Marathas constantly employed against Nizamu'l-
Mulk to embroil him with the Emperor. It is absolutely
wrong to say that Nizamu'1-Mulk connived at the schemes of
Marathas, undertaking aggression and directing their attacks
upon the Imperial territories. Not only is there no positive
historical ground for this assertion, but it also militates against
the principles of fidelity which guided the entire career of
Nizamu'1-Mulk.
When Nizamul-Mulk received intelligence of Baji Rao's
invasion of Gujerat, he tried to divert his attention by attack-
ing Poona. Before starting on his campaign he made several
alterations in the personnel of the administration of Burhan-
pur. eAqil Khan Diwan was superseded by eAli Akbar, the
former Diwan of Burhanpur. Haji Naqd 'All Khan, who held
the office for registering the effects of deceased persons, was
replaced by Sharfu'd-Din Khan.3 On his way to Poona he
was informed that Bajl Rao had turned towards the territory
along the banks of the Godavar!.4 In the meantime the move-
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